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Information Services m i s s o u l a ,  montana  59801 • (406) 243-2522
by Don Brunell
UM Sports Information Director
' MISSOULA---
The 1968 Montana gridiron squad (2-7) had many weak spots, but the most vulnerable 
point for the Grizzlies proved to be the pass defense.
UM Coach Jack Swarthout said, "We simply weren't putting the pressure on the quarter­
backs. They had time to set up and throw almost at will."
This year things have changed for Swarthout. The four front men are no longer giving 
the quarterback those extra seconds to find his primary and secondary receivers.
Against Northern Arizona last week, the defensive line completely demoralized a potent 
Lumberjack offense and spent the afternoon in the foe’s backfield.
Quarterback Bobby Stewart, a pro prospect with a deadly arm, had to check the huddle 
after each play to see if Montana's four linemen had returned to the line of scrimmage.
The four spirited lads are right end John Talalotu, a 5-9, 205 pound senior from 
Aiea, Haw.; right tackle Larry Miller, a 5-9, 250 pound junior from Martinez, Calif.; left 
tackle Larry Stranahan, a 6-0, 230 pound junior from Missoula and Jim Nordstrom, a 6-3,
215 senior from Vancouver, Wash.
Defensive line coach Wally Brown said, "The pass rush of our four has been giving our 
backs and linebackers a chance to pick up the receivers. Once we get the quarterback 
concentrating on the line action rather than his receivers we are taking the pass away 
from them."
Brown said, "Not only are we taking the pass away from the opponent, but our line is 
containing the running game also." In the Northern Arizona clash the four starters 
allowed only eight yards on the ground. In the second half and after Coach Swarthout 
substituted, the Grizzlies only allowed a total of 33 rushing yards.
MONTANA LINE CREDITED--2
Montana leads the Big Sky league in defense aginst the rush. The Grizzlies have 
allowed only 159 yards for three games. In the passing department, the UM defenders 
have allowed 477 yards and have picked off eight passes. Montana is third in aerial 
defense behind Weber and MSU.
In total defense Montana is second behind Weber State. The Wildcats have allowed 
591 total yards while the Grizzlies have held opponents to 636 yards.
Swartfcout concluded, 'The hustle and drive of our defense, especially the front four, 
has given our team a new look. They have a lot of pride; the pride it takes to win 
ball games."
UM FOOTBALL '69
